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Academic Positions
Associate Professor; School of Politics, Philosophy, and Public Affairs; Washington State University,
(2025-present)

Assistant Professor; School of Politics, Philosophy, and Public Affairs; Washington State University,
(2020-2025)

Instructor; School of Politics, Philosophy, and Public Affairs; Washington State University (2018-2020)
Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of lowa (2017-2018)

Education
Ph.D., University of lowa, Political Science, 2017

Advanced Workshop on Research Design for Causal Inference, Northwestern University, 2015.
Applied Multilevel Modeling for Longitudinal Data, ICPSR, University of Colorado, 2014.
M.A., University of lowa, Political Science, 2014

B.S., University of Wisconsin-River Falls, 2012, Summa Cum Laude
Double Major: Political Science and English Literature

Honors and Awards
Nominated for the College of Arts and Sciences’ Excellence in Teaching Award, Washington State
University, 2023

Instructor of the Year, School of Politics, Philosophy, and Public Affairs, Washington State
University, 2021

Nominated for Best Global Campus Instructor, Washington State University, 2020 (special distinction
for outstanding performance in online teaching)

Books
Ritter, M. Forthcoming in 2026. Rising Above Conspiracy: Understanding Elections, Election
Administration, and Democracy in America and Abroad in the 2020s. De Gruyter.

Ritter, M., and C. Tolbert. 2020. Accessible Elections: How State Governments Can
Help Americans Vote. Oxford University Press.


https://pppa.wsu.edu/people/faculty/wsu-profile/michael.ritter/
https://pppa.wsu.edu/people/faculty/wsu-profile/michael.ritter/

Book Projects

Nationalizing Accessible Elections: What Happens when the Mailbox becomes the Ballot Box
and the Backlash to Expanding Voting Access?

The U.S. Postal System and the Administration of the Mail Ballot

Academic Publications

Ritter, M. J., and C. J. Tolbert. 2025. “The Effects of Mail Voting, County Election
Administration, and Accessible Primary Rules on Midterm Primary Voter Turnout.” In The Future of
Primary Elections. Eds. R. G. Boatright and R. Barton. De Gruyter.

Ritter, M. 2025, and C. Tolbert. “Primary Elections and Mail Voting.” Social Science Quarterly 106(7):
1-12.

Coll, J., M. Ritter and C. Tolbert. 2025. “Campaigns, Elections and
Voting Access.” In Politics in the American States. Eds. T. Kousser et al. 13th ed. Sage.

Ritter, M. 2024. “Building a Cross-National Research Dialogue on Elections and Election Administration
between the USA and France. French Politics.

Ritter, M. and C. Tolbert 2024. “Key Insights from Accessible Voting Roundtable.” French Politics.

Ritter, M., and C. Tolbert. 2024. “Measuring County Election Administration in the United States.”
Election Law Journal.

Ritter, M., J. Coll, and C. Tolbert. 2023. “Can Election Administration Overcome the Effects of
Restrictive State Voting Laws?” Election Law Journal.

Ritter, M. 2023. “The Pandemic, The U.S. Postal Service, and Mail Voting Laws and Voting in
American Elections.” In Pandemic at the Polls, ed. Dari Tran. Lexington Books.

Ritter, M. 2023. “Assessing the Impact of United States Postal System and Election
Administration on Absentee and Mail Voting in the 2012 and 2020 U.S. Midterm and Presidential
Elections.” Election Law Journal 22(2): 166-184.

Coll, J., C. Tolbert, and M. Ritter. 2022. “Understanding Preferences for Comprehensive Electoral
Reform in the United States.” Social Science Quarterly 103(7): 1523-1538.

Clayton, C., and M. Ritter. 2022. “Brnovich v. Democratic National Committee and
the Future of Voting Rights.” In SCOTUS 2021: Major Decisions and Developments of the U.S.
Supreme Court. Ed. Morgan Marietta. Palgrave Macmillan

Ritter, M., and F. Solt. 2019. “Economic Inequality and Campaign Participation.” Social Science
Quarterly 100(3): 678-688.

Bianchi, A. J., A. M. Ruch, M. Ritter, and Ji Hye Kim. 2016. “Emotion Management: Unexpected
Research Opportunities.” Sociology Compass 10(2): 172-183.



Textbook
Ritter, M. 2022. The Landscape of American Politics. Dubuque, IA: Great River Learning.

Works in Progress
“Automatic Voter Registration, Online Voter Registration, and County Election Administration.” (journal
article)

“Boosting Voter Turnout in Primary Elections with Postal Voting” (journal article)

“Building a Better Habit: Creating More Consistent Voters Through Primary Reform” (journal article)
“Diversifying the Primary Electorate through Mail Voting and Election Administration” (journal article)
“How County Election Administration Moderates Effects of Voter ID Laws.” (journal article)

“Making Democracy Work: The Effects of Local Election Management and Absentee and Mail Voting
Laws on Turnout.” (journal article)

“Residual Voting, Voting Equipment, and Inequality in the 2016, 2018, 2020, and 2022 U.S. General
Elections.” (journal article)

“Strength in Numbers, County Election Administration, and Racial Group Voter Turnout.” (journal
article)

Other Publications

Ritter, M., J. Coll, and C. Tolbert. Forthcoming. “Two Sides of the Same Coin?
Election Administration, Electoral Reforms, and Their Effects on Voter Turnout.” MIT Election Data
and Science Lab.

Coll, J., C. Tolbert, and M. Ritter. Forthcoming. “Understanding Policy Mood for U.S. Election Reform.”
MIT Election Data and Science Lab.

Clayton, C. and M. Ritter. 2021. “Supreme Court Blunts Voting Rights in Arizona — and Potentially
Nationwide — in Controversial Ruling.”
https://theconversation.com/supreme-court-blunts-voting-rights-in-arizona-and-potentially-
nationwide-in-controversial-ruling-163764 (accessed August 20, 2021).

Clayton, C., and M. Ritter. 2021. “Supreme Court Weighs Voting Rights in Pivotal Arizona Case.” The
Conversation.

https://theconversation.com/supreme-court-weighs-voting-rights-in-a-pivotal-arizona-case-160977
(accessed August 20, 2021).

Ritter, M. 2020. “Exploring Voting Equipment and Inequality in the 2016 U.S. General Election (Part 2).”
MIT Election Data and Science Lab.
https://medium.com/mit-election-lab/exploring-voting-equipment-and-inequality-in-the-2016-u-s-
general-election-part-2-c6d822b4918a (accessed October 13, 2020).

Ritter, M. 2020. “Exploring Voting Equipment and Inequality in the 2016 U.S. General Election (Part 1).”
MIT Election Data and Science Lab.
https://medium.com/@MITelectionlab/exploring-voting-equipment-and-inequality-in-the-2016-u-s-
general-election-part-1-f45da35aal45 (accessed October 13, 2020).



https://theconversation.com/supreme-court-blunts-voting-rights-in-arizona-and-potentially-nationwide-in-controversial-ruling-163764
https://theconversation.com/supreme-court-blunts-voting-rights-in-arizona-and-potentially-nationwide-in-controversial-ruling-163764
https://theconversation.com/supreme-court-weighs-voting-rights-in-a-pivotal-arizona-case-160977
https://medium.com/mit-election-lab/exploring-voting-equipment-and-inequality-in-the-2016-u-s-general-election-part-2-c6d822b4918a
https://medium.com/mit-election-lab/exploring-voting-equipment-and-inequality-in-the-2016-u-s-general-election-part-2-c6d822b4918a
https://medium.com/@MITelectionlab/exploring-voting-equipment-and-inequality-in-the-2016-u-s-general-election-part-1-f45da35aa145
https://medium.com/@MITelectionlab/exploring-voting-equipment-and-inequality-in-the-2016-u-s-general-election-part-1-f45da35aa145

Ritter, M., and K. Gracey. 2016. “University of lowa’s Shambaugh Conference on 2016 Caucuses.”
PSNow. March 4.
http://www.politicalsciencenow.com/the-
university-of-iowas-shambaugh-conference-on-the-2016-iowa-caucuses/ (accessed August 30, 2016).

Grants
Unite America Grant, $20,000, support for research on studying election administration and primary
elections. Spring/Summer 2024.
Carnegie Research Grant, $16,800, support for research on Nationalizing Accessible Elections: What
Happens when the Mailbox becomes the Ballot Box and the Backlash to Expanding Voting
Access? book project. Summer-Fall/Spring 2022/2023.

Invited Talks and Professional Conference Presentations

Protest Movements, Veto Players, and Electoral Reforms in Africa, with J. Akowuah and S. Andam,
Southern Political Science Association Virtual Conference, June 2025

County Election Administration and Voter Confidence, Election Sciences, Reform, and
Administration Conference, June 2025

Election and Postal Administration Connections to Absentee and Mail Voting, 2012 to 2022, Southern
Political Science Association Conference, January 2025

Midterm Elections, Primary Rules, and Accessible Voting, with C. Tolbert, Pacific Northwest
Political Science Association, November 2024

Measuring County Election Administration (CEA) f th the United States, with C. Tolbert,

Southern Political Science Association Conference, January 2024

How Important is Mail Voting? County Election Administration and Convenience Voting Laws,

, with Caroline Tolbert, Shambaugh Conference, University of lowa, November 2023.

Transformative Implications of a Female Presidency, Pacific Northwest Politics Science Association,
with Nate Steffen, November 2023.

Accessible Elections: How the States Can Help Americans Vote, Roundtable Discussion Centered
around my Accessible Elections book, American Political Science Association, Los Angeles, CA,
September 2023

Educating and Engaging for Democracy, Invited Talk, Southern Political Science Association
Conference, January 2023.

Election Day Panel, Invited Talk, Foley Institute, Washington State University, November 2022,

Impacts of the Perception of Voter Fraud on Prospective Voter Efficacy and Political Participation,
Southern Political Science Association Conference, January 2023.

Benchmarking Local Election Performance: County Election Administration, Income, and Racial
Group Voter Turnout in 2016-2020,” with C. Tolbert and S. Harper, Southern
Political Science Association Conference, January, 2023.

Assessing the Impact of the United States Postal Service and Election Administration on Absentee
and Mail Voting in U.S. Elections, Pacific Northwest Political Science Association, November
2022.

Emotion Management and the 2020 U.S. Election. Pacific Northwest Political Science Association,
November 2021.

Testing the Two Dogmas of Election Forecasting, Pacific Northwest Political Science Association,
November 2021, with M. Goldsby.

Assessing the Impact of United States Postal System and Election Administration on Absentee and
Mail Voting in the 2012 to 2020 Midterm and Presidential Elections, American Political Science
Association, Seattle, WA, September 2021.

Understanding Policy Mood for U.S. Election Reform, Election Sciences, Reform, and Administration
Conference, with J. Coll and C. Tolbert, MIT, Boston, MA, July 2021.



Two Sides of the Same Coin? Election Administration, Electoral Reforms, and Their Effects on Voter
Turnout, Election Sciences, Reform, and Administration Conference, with J. Coll and C. Tolbert,
MIT, Boston, MA, July 2021.

Obstacles to Absentee and Mail Voting in the 2012 to 2018 U.S. Midterm and Presidential Elections,

Midwest Political Science Association, April 2021.

The Interactive Impact of the Polling Bureaucracy Index and Voting Reform Laws on Voter Turnout,
Western Political Science Association, April 2021.

Obstacles to Absentee and Mail Voting in the 2012 to 2018 U.S. Midterm and Presidential Elections,
Pacific Northwest Political Science Association, November 2020.

Transformative Implications of a Female Presidency, Pacific Northwest Politics Science Association,
with Nate Steffen, November 2020.

Residual Voting, Voting Equipment, and Inequality in the 2016 U.S. General Election, Election
Sciences, Reform, and Administration Conference, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL, July
2020.

How Zoning Laws Impact Poverty across the American States, Pacific Northwest Political Science
Association, Grove Hotel, Boise, ID, November 2019

Identifying How Internet Availability Shapes the Impact of Online Voter Registration on
Political Participation, Election Sciences, Reform, and Administration Conference, with C.
Tolbert, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, July 2019.

Voting Laws, Election Administration, and Turnout for Racial Minorities, with C.

Tolbert, State Politics and Policy Conference, University of Maryland, College Park, MD, May
2019.

How State Election Administration and Voter ID Laws Shape Voter Turnout among Ethnic
and Racial Minorities, Midwest Political Science Conference, Chicago, IL, April 2019.

The Impact of Automatic Voter Registration on Political Participation in the American States,
Power to the People (Olympia Symposium), Washington State Capitol Building, Olympia, WA,
March 2019.

The Impact of Automatic Voter Registration on Political Participation in the American States,
Politics, Philosophy, and Public Affairs Speaker Series, Washington State University, Pullman,
WA, March 2019.

The Interactive Impact of Voter ID Laws and Election Administration on Voter Turnout among
Racial Minorities, Pacific Northwest Political Science Association, Oregon State University-
Cascades, Bend, OR, November, 2018.

Cognitive Dissonance and Casting Ballots in 2016 Primary and Caucus Elections, lowa Association of
Political Scientists, Morningside College, Sioux City, [A, March 2018.

Accounting for Missing Income in Voting Research, American Political Science Association, San
Francisco, CA, September 2017.

The Effect of Online Voter Registration on Political Participation in the America States, Midwest
Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, April 2017.

Accessible Voting, Mobilization, and Turnout, State Politics and Policy Conference, University of
Texas at Dallas, May 2016.

Accessible Voting and Political Inequality: Election Reform and Voter Turnout in the American
States, Political Science Speaker Series, University of lowa, May 2016.

Accessible Voting and Political Inequality, Chicago Area Behavior Workshop, Northwestern
University, May 2016.

Accessible Voting, Mobilization, and Turnout, Midwest Political Science Association, April 2016.

Accessible Voting and Poor Turnout, lowa Association of Political Scientists, University of lowa
State, Ames, IA, March 2016.

Forecasting the Impact of Oregon’s Automatic Voter Registration Law, Wisconsin Political Science
Association, University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, Oshkosh, WI, October 2015.



Forecasting the Impact of Oregon’s Automatic Voter Registration Law, Pacific Northwest Political
Science Association, Boise, ID, October 2015.

Making Voting Accessible: Increasing Turnout of Poor Voters in the States, State Politics and Policy
Conference, Sacramento, CA, May 2015.

Convenience Voting: An Integrated Approach to Understanding Inequality in Voter Turnout in
Varying State Electoral Contexts, Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, April
2015.

The Culture of Convenience Voting: How State Election Laws and Political Context Shapes Turnout
of Disadvantaged Voters, Jakobsen Graduate Conference, University of lowa, March 2014.

Economic Inequality and Campaign Participation, with Frederick Solt, lowa Workshop on
Inequality, Politics, and Policy, lowa City, 1A, February 2014.

University of Wisconsin River Falls International Terrorism and Domestic Policy Survey, 2011-2012,
with A. Carlson, E. Delahousaye, E. Highum, and C. Zimmerman, National Conference of
Undergraduate Research, Weber State University, Ogden, UT, March 2012.

Comparing Political Polarization in Congress and the Electorate, 1972-2008, National Conference of
Undergraduate Research, University of Ithaca, Ithaca, NY, March 2011.

Professional Memberships and Activities
American Politics Science Association (APSA)
Midwest Political Science Association
Pacific Northwest Political Science Association
State Politics and Policy Section, APSA

Other SKkills Software and Statistical Packages: Stata, R, Python; Beamer,
Excel, HTML, Latex, Perusall, Powerpoint, Panopto, Zoom
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