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The School of Politics, Philosophy, and Public Affairs (PPPA) Graduate Handbook was 
developed to use in conjunction with Graduate School Policies and Procedures. Students are 
governed by the rules and regulations in the academic year they begin graduate work unless they 
choose to follow the rules put forth in a subsequent handbook. Students are responsible for 
familiarizing themselves and following the guidelines in both sources. The School of Politics, 
Philosophy, and Public Affairs will aid students in understanding the rules and regulations in 
both documents but ultimately the responsibility for compliance rests with each student. 



2 | P a g e  
 

Table of Contents 
Introduction and Program Overview .............................................................................................. 3 
New Student Information ................................................................................................................ 5 
Graduate Programs Requirements .................................................................................................. 6 

General Program Requirements .................................................................................................. 6 
Requirements for M.A. in Political Science with Certificate in Global Justice and Security 
Studies ......................................................................................................................................... 8 
Requirements for General M.A. in Political Science .................................................................. 9 
Requirements for Graduate Certificate Program in Bioethics .................................................. 10 
Requirements for Ph.D. in Political Science ............................................................................. 11 

Program Development and Committee Process ................................................................... 11 
Credit Hour Requirements .................................................................................................... 12 
Ph.D. in Political Science Course Requirements .................................................................. 13 
Obtaining an M.A. in Political Science as a Ph.D. Student .................................................. 15 
Ph.D. Preliminary Qualifying Examinations ........................................................................ 15 
Dissertation Prospectus Defense ........................................................................................... 17 
Final Oral Examination of Dissertation ................................................................................ 18 

Professional Conduct .................................................................................................................... 20 
Administration of Graduate Studies.............................................................................................. 21 
Funding and Assistantships........................................................................................................... 22 

Assistantships ............................................................................................................................ 22 
Professional Development Funding .......................................................................................... 22 

Biannual Review of Ph.D. Graduate Students .............................................................................. 23 
APPENDIX: Learning Outcomes ................................................................................................. 24 

Learning Outcomes: PhD in Political Science .......................................................................... 24 
Learning Outcomes: M.A. in Political Science with Global Justice and Security Studies 
Certificate .................................................................................................................................. 26 
Learning Outcomes: M.A. in Political Science (General) ........................................................ 28 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



3 | P a g e  
 

Introduction and Program Overview 
 

The M.A. degree in Political Science was first awarded in 1932 by the History and Political 
Science Department at the State College of Washington (renamed Washington State 
University in 1959).  In 1982, the Criminal Justice Department was reorganized into the 
Criminal Justice Program and was housed within the Political Science Department, with 
History becoming its own department. For the next twenty-eight years, the Criminal Justice 
Program was part of the Political Science Department until it left to become a stand-alone 
department again in 2011. At this point, the Department of Philosophy and the Department 
of Political Science merged into one school, along with the M.A. Program in Public Affairs in 
Vancouver. From this, the School of Politics, Philosophy, and Public Affairs (PPPA) was 
born, a program offering undergraduate majors in Political Science, Philosophy, and Public 
Affairs, a graduate certificate in Bioethics, an M.A. in Political Science, an M.A. in Political 
Science with a certificate in Global Justice and Security Studies, and a Ph.D. in Political 
Science. The Pullman campus awards the graduate certificates, M.A., and Ph.D. 
 
Over the years, WSU has granted more than 243 M.A. degrees and over 116 Ph.D. degrees 
in Political Science, and in an average year, there are approximately 30 political science 
students on the Pullman campus. In recent years, the graduate program has gone through 
a great number of changes. Responding to the growing number of applicants and the goal 
of a smaller, higher quality program, we have become increasingly selective. With the 
competitive student body and research-active faculty, we are enhancing an already strong 
reputation. The major aim of all our graduate degree programs is to provide students with a 
broad and thorough training in the theories and methods of political science so that they 
can be successful professionals in a variety of applied, educational, and scholarly 
settings. Our graduate program is explicitly designed to respond to the realities of a highly 
competitive job market. From 1989 to 2020, we have placed the great majority of our Ph.D. 
graduates who have been on the market. Faculty members have been selected through a 
highly competitive process and come from some of the top doctoral programs nationally 
and internationally. A general overview of the faculty and their interests, along with current 
faculty curricula vitae can be found on the PPPA website. In addition to being highly active 
in their fields, our faculty work closely with graduate students in teaching, advising, 
research and publication. Indeed, most of our faculty have co-authored publications with 
graduate students. 
 
The graduate program is implemented through a committee advising system, in parallel 
with a comprehensive examination system by departmental committee. Upon entering the 
program students can select a faculty advisor. This faculty member will normally come 
from the field or area of student interest. Students should rely upon their faculty advisor or 
on the Graduate Director for advice and direction during their first year in the program. As 
soon as possible, and before the beginning of their second year, students must select at 
least three graduate faculty to serve on their formal advising committee (this may or may 
not include their original faculty advisor). This committee will help students design their 

https://pppa.wsu.edu/people/
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program, prepare for their written and oral exams, and otherwise aid in their professional 
development.  
 
Our Ph.D. is designed to give students substantive flexibility in mapping out their program 
of study. Currently, students choose from one major foundational training area within 
which they will focus for their preliminary exams (Institutions and Processes; Behavior and 
Psychology; Theory and Philosophy) as well as a specialization field (American Politics; 
Global Politics; Public Policy/Public Administration). The foundational training areas allow 
students flexibility in structuring the courses they take in order to allow them to take 
advantage of the areas of particular strength within our department, such as political 
psychology, global justice and security studies, philosophy, and gender, while building 
critical skills in research and methodology. We strive to maintain an atmosphere of 
collegiality, diversity of ideas, respect, and tolerance, and to prepare our students for the 
rigorous demands of a career in academia or another chosen profession. 
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New Student Information 
 
Graduate School Policies and Procedures – While faculty advisors, committees, and 
graduate staff members play consultative and/or oversight roles, students are responsible 
for following the policies and procedures that govern the completion of their degrees.  
Additional rules and policies applying to graduate students are contained in the Graduate 
School Policies and Procedures. All graduate students should read these policies and 
procedures carefully. 
 
Online Training – Students must complete online training on Discrimination and Sexual 
Harassment Prevention (accessible on Percipio) and on the Responsible Conduct of 
Research.  Students must complete one other training session offered by the university, 
such as a teaching workshop or a grant-writing seminar. Students must provide proof to 
the Graduate Coordinator that all these training sessions have been completed. 
 
Transfer Credits – Graded graduate-level course work (with a grade of B or higher) taken 
toward a master’s degree at an accredited institution may be used toward a doctoral 
degree at WSU (these courses cannot be older than 10 years) with the approval of the 
student’s committee and the program director. However, graded graduate-level course 
work (with a grade of B or higher) taken toward a completed master’s degree at an 
accredited institution may NOT be used toward another master’s degree at WSU. All other 
graded graduate-level course work (with a grade of B or higher) taken as a graduate 
student, but not taken toward a completed graduate degree, may be used toward a 
master’s degree or a doctoral degree at WSU with the approval of the student’s committee 
and program director. In all transfer cases, the number of such credit hours is limited 
to no more than half of the total graded course credits required by the program that is 
listed on the Program of Study. None of this credit may be applied toward another 
advanced degree. Individual departments/programs may choose to limit transfer credits to 
an amount less than what is specified above. 
 
Residency Requirements – For newly admitted students who are U.S. citizens or 
permanent residents but who are not residents of Washington State, non-resident waivers 
are available but cannot be guaranteed beyond one year. These students should contact 
the Graduate School for information regarding residency requirements and establishing 
residency, more information is located on the Graduate School’s Establishing Residency 
webpage. 
 
 
 

https://gradschool.wsu.edu/policies-procedures/
https://gradschool.wsu.edu/policies-procedures/
https://wsu.percipio.com/
https://myresearch.wsu.edu/Dashboard.aspx
https://myresearch.wsu.edu/Dashboard.aspx
https://gradschool.wsu.edu/establishing-residency/
https://gradschool.wsu.edu/establishing-residency/
https://gradschool.wsu.edu/establishing-residency/
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Graduate Programs Requirements 

General Program Requirements 
 
Program Planning:  Committee Formation and Program of Study – Students are 
responsible for planning their own graduate programs (with the advice of their committees) 
and for following program and Graduate School requirements. As soon as possible, and no 
later than the end of the second semester in residence, students must form an 
advising committee, composed of at least three graduate faculty, one of whom will serve 
as the chair. The committee chair will be the student’s major advisor throughout their 
degree work at WSU. Students should meet with their entire committee to plan their 
program of study shortly after it is formed. The Director of Graduate Studies will assign the 
student a temporary faculty advisor until the student forms their committee. The faculty 
advisor provides support with committee formation and with course selection.   
 

Independent Readings Criteria – Students may arrange to conduct independent readings 
with individual faculty members (POL_S 600) for one to three ungraded (S/U) graduate 
credit(s).  Students may use independent readings to 1) pursue special topics of interest, 
2) prepare for Ph.D. preliminary exams, or 3) substitute for existing courses. Independent 
readings may not be used to substitute for POL_S 501, 502, 503 or 504, except in rare 
circumstances. Reading courses may only be substituted for regularly offered seminars 
under extenuating circumstances, e.g., unavoidable scheduling conflicts. Such reading 
courses must be for three credits and be approved by all members of the student's 
committee and the Director of Graduate Studies. 
 
Students need to complete the independent readings forms (available in through the 
graduate coordinator) with the supervising faculty member and select the type of 
evaluation as well as purpose of the course. Such courses place an additional, non-
remunerated burden on faculty and so should be considered only as an option of last 
resort by students. 
 
POL_S 702/800 Requirement – All graduate students must register for at least one credit 
of POL_S 702 or POL_S 800 each semester. Master’s students and doctoral students who 
have not yet received their MA in political science should register for POL_S 702; doctoral 
students with an MA in political science should register for POL_S 800. These are 
research/exam credits that do not come with additional responsibilities. These credits are 
graded on a satisfactory/unsatisfactory (S/U) basis. Students should receive a grade of U if 
any of the following occurred during the semester: 

• The student failed to file a program of study in a timely manner. 
• The student failed to remove an incomplete grade from their transcript. 
• The student did not take their preliminary exams by the end of their sixth semester 

and did not have the explicit permission of their committee to delay these exams 
(PhD only). 

• The student failed their preliminary exam (PhD only). 
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• The student failed to enroll in or complete required coursework. 
• The student earned a grade below B-. 
• The student failed to maintain a GPA of at least 3.00.1 
• The student failed to defend their dissertation prospectus within one year of passing 

their preliminary exams (PhD only). 
• The student failed to meet any other guidelines clearly articulated to the student in 

writing by their committee chair. 
 
If the student is given a U, the student’s advisor will write a letter explaining the reasons for 
this grade. If this is their first U, the letter will also outline the steps the student must take 
to improve and warn of potential consequences if they do not improve. Copies of this letter 
will be placed in the student’s file and sent to the Graduate School. This performance will 
also be noted on the student’s annual review. A student who receives two U’s in POL_S 702 
and/or POL_S 800 will be dismissed from the program. 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Faculty advisors should communicate with the students’ instructors during exam week to determine 
whether grade-based criteria are met. 
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Requirements for M.A. in Political Science with Certificate in Global Justice and 
Security Studies 
 
 
The M.A. in Political Science with a Global Justice and Security Studies Certificate (GJSS) is 
a non-thesis, terminal degree designed to provide students with a specialized qualification 
better suited for the pursuit of professional careers in federal, state, or local government.  
The GJSS program targets students intending to pursue largely non-academic, 
governmental careers as practitioners, whether it be in the field of homeland security, law 
enforcement, not-for-profit organizations, NGOs, or as analysts within the U.S. intelligence 
or defense communities.  The Masters in GJSS is geared towards providing students with 
maximum of flexibility in constructing their specific 
areas of specialization, while at the same time providing the common elements needed for 
a coherent program of study.  Faculty work closely with students to tailor the GJSS program 
of study to best fit their individual professional needs. 
 
Committees: By the end of their first year of study, GJSS students will put together an 
advisory committee. The primary purpose of these committees is to help students design 
their programs of study. Committees must have a minimum of three members and must 
be chaired by a tenured or tenure-track member of the PPPA graduate faculty (however, 
career-track PPPA graduate faculty may co-chair a committee). At least one member of 
each committee must be PPPA tenured/tenure-track faculty. 
 

Hours:  Minimum of 30 hours total credit required.  Of those 30 hours: 
• At least 26 hours of graded course work, 17 of which must be at the 500 level. 
• No more than 9 hours of non-graduate (400 level) graded coursework. 

 
Program Required Courses: 

• POL_S 531 – International Security 
• POL_S 424 – U.S. National Security Policy 
• Twenty hours of Electives (selected from among the following courses or ones approved 

by Graduate Director in consultation with student): 
o POL_S 400, 402, 427, 428, 429, 501, 502, 503, 504, 510, 513, 514, 530, 533a, 533b, 

536, 537 
o CRM_J 405, 572  
o HISTORY 455, 476, 564 
o PHIL 475 
o PSYCH 550, 592  

 
Final oral exam: To be scheduled during the final semester of the degree program. 
 
 



9 | P a g e  
 

Requirements for General M.A. in Political Science  
 
The general M.A. in Political Science is designed for those students who seek a terminal 
graduate degree and whose career goals include education, public service, not-for–profit 
organizations, or non-governmental organizations. Students may focus on Political 
Science and public policy broadly defined, or they may concentrate more specifically on 
American politics or global politics. The core courses will provide students with a strong 
background in Political Science as a field, and the substantive courses allow students to 
pick their focus. 
 
Committees: By the end of their first year of study, M.A. students will put together an 
advisory committee. The primary purpose of these committees is to help students design 
their programs of study. Committees must have a minimum of three members and must 
be chaired by a tenured or tenure-track member of the PPPA graduate faculty (however, 
career-track PPPA graduate faculty may co-chair a committee). At least one member of 
each committee must be PPPA tenured/tenure-track faculty. 
 
Hours: A minimum of 31 credit hours are required for the Masters of Arts degree. Of those 
31 credit hours: 

• 27 hours shall be graded graduate credit course work; 
• 24 hours shall be graded Political Science course work, no more than six hours of 

which shall be 400 level courses which provide graduate credit in their program 
statement to the Graduate School; 

• 3 out of 4 core courses in Political Science including: 
o POL_S  501 – The Scope of Political Science (Basic issues in social science 

epistemology, elements of social science theory-building, theoretical 
framework, and intellectual history of political science.) 

o POL_S 503 – Research Methods in Political Science (Introduction to 
general topics in social science research design including: Theories and 
Concepts, Measurement, Sampling, Data Sources, Experimental and Quasi-
Experimental Designs, Field and Historical Designs, and Survey Research).  

o One of the following: 
 POL_S 502 – Seminar in Normative Theory (Basic training in normative 

political theory). 
 POL_S 504 – Quantitative Methods in Political Science (Applied statistical 

skills and theories of probability, enabling understanding of substantive 
political and social questions). 

• A minimum of four hours of Political Science 702 
 

Final oral exam: To be scheduled during the final semester of the degree program. 
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Requirements for Graduate Certificate Program in Bioethics  
 

NOTE: This program is currently suspended. 
 
As science expands medical boundaries, society faces tough new questions on such 
topics as assisted suicide, genetic testing and stem cell research. WSU's online Graduate 
Certificate in Bioethics program teaches students how to weigh competing social and 
individual interests using ethical theories. The certificate enhances employment 
opportunities in three main areas: 

 

• Health care, including the bio-tech industry as well as hospitals, nursing homes, 
and public health organizations. 

• Legal work, including law firms, hospital consulting, bioethics centers, medical 
societies, international organizations, and non-governmental organizations. 

• Academic, including such fields as philosophy, anthropology, biology, history, 
politics, and sociology. 

 
Required Courses: (9 semester credits) 
 

The Graduate Certificate Program in Bioethics requires a minimum of nine credit hours. 
Eight of those hours are in the core courses. The additional credit is to be completed by 
directed study or by additional coursework. 

 

• PHIL 520 – Seminar in Ethical Theory (3 credits) 
• PHIL 530 – Bioethics (2 credits) 
• PHIL 535 – Advanced Biomedical Ethics (3 credits) 
• PHIL 600 – Directed study or graduate course – as approved by departmental 

advisor (1 or more credits) 
 

Students can find the application for graduate certificate here.  

https://gradschool.wsu.edu/documents/2014/12/application-for-graduate-certificate.pdf/
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Requirements for Ph.D. in Political Science 

Program Development and Committee Process 
 

Primary responsibility for developing a doctoral program rests with the student and the 
doctoral advising committee. The primary criterion in the selection of the chair of a 
student's committee will normally be the student's expressed interest in a particular field 
of Political Science as the probable area of major concentration. It will then be the advising 
committee chair's responsibility, before the end of the student's second semester of 
residence at Washington State University, to suggest other members of the program 
committee.  
 
Doctoral advising committees must have a minimum of three members and must be 
chaired by a tenured or tenure-track member of the PPPA graduate faculty (however, 
career-track PPPA graduate faculty may co-chair a committee). At least two members of 
each committee must be PPPA tenured/tenure-track faculty. 
 
The student and their advisor should take into consideration the students’ likely 
preliminary qualifying exam subfields (see below) when putting together a committee. At 
the time of their preliminary qualifying exams, a students’ committee must have a 
minimum of two faculty members claiming expertise in each subfield (a committee 
member may “double count” if they have expertise in both). Below is a list of graduate 
faculty members and their areas of expertise:2 
 
Faculty Member American 

Politics 
Comparative 

Politics 
International 

Relations 
Political 
Theory & 

Philosophy 

Political 
Psychology & 

Political Behavior 

Public Policy & 
Public 

Administration 
Christley  X   X  
Clayton X   X   
Conklin    X   
Ellenwood      X 
Glazebrook    X   
Goldsby    X  X 
Hoard (NTT)  X    X 
Kabasenche (NTT)    X   
Leeb    X X  
Lewis  X X  X  
Long X      
Lopez   X  X  
Noll    X  X 
Preston X  X  X X 
Ridout X    X  
Salamone X    X  
Stephan X   X  X 
Stichter    X   
Thiers  X X   X 

 
 

 
2 Non-tenure track (NTT) graduate faculty are indicated as such in this table. NTT graduate faculty may not 
chair advisory committees, but they may co-chair. 
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No later than the student's second semester in residence, the student and their committee 
should develop a specific program of study in Political Science. It is the joint responsibility 
of the student and the advising committee chair to develop the student's program of study 
and submit to the Graduate Coordinator. Students who, by the end of the third semester 
equivalent of full-time enrollment in residence, have failed to form a committee and 
file a program of study may be given a U in POL_S 702/800 (see “POL_S 702/800 
Requirement” above).  
 
If the student enters WSU without an M.A. degree in Political Science, the student should 
complete a program of study for an M.A. degree. After obtaining the M.A. degree, the 
student would fill out a program of study for a Ph.D. Students who enter the program with 
an M.A. degree in Political Science (or a closely related field), may bypass the M.A. with the 
approval of the student’s advising committee and the Director of Graduate Studies. In this 
case, the student would complete a program of study for a Ph.D.  
    
All changes in an approved Ph.D. program must be made on forms obtained from the 
Graduate School webpage or from the Graduate Coordinator. Such changes require the 
approval of the committee chair and the other members of the program or thesis 
committee. Final approval also requires the signature of the Director, or Graduate Director 
of PPPA and the Dean of the Graduate School. 
 
All forms must go through the Graduate Coordinator to submit to the Graduate School 
through the Graduate Records Management (GRM) system. Students cannot submit forms 
directly to the Graduate School. 
 

Credit Hour Requirements 
 

• 72 hours minimum total credits 

• 42 hours minimum from graded courses 
• 20 hours minimum 800-level research credits 

• 9 hours maximum of non-graduate courses (400-level) 

• NOTE: courses for audit may not be used for the program of study 
 

The limited number of hours required by the Graduate School does not take into account 
the courses that are required as part of the Ph.D. program in Political Science. Students 
typically take more than the number of hours that the Graduate School imposes as the 
minimum. Students should also recognize that training adequately for exams and a career 
in the field means they should take as many courses as they can in their areas of interest 
when these are available. At minimum, graduate students must take at least ten credit 
hours per semester to be considered full time at WSU (during a student’s first two years, 
this usually takes the form of three seminars/courses and one credit hour of POL_S 702 or 
POL_S 800). All PPPA graduate students are required to enroll in one or two POL_S 702 or 
POL_S 800 credits per semester. Students pursuing a terminal M.A. degree and students 
pursuing a Ph.D. who do not yet have an M.A. degree in Political Science (or a closely 
related field) should register for POL_S 702 research credits. Students who have already 
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obtained an M.A. degree in Political Science at WSU or elsewhere should register for 
POL_S 800 research credits.  
 

Ph.D. in Political Science Course Requirements 

Research Tools and Methods Courses 
 

The Research Tools and Methods courses are intended to provide students with a 
background in the scope and methods of the social sciences. All Ph.D. students are 
required to take these classes. It is highly recommended that students who do have prior 
graduate experience complete these research tools at Washington State University. 
Because the Research Tools and Methods courses are only offered every other year in a set 
sequence, it is important that graduate students take these courses when first offered.  
 

POL_S 501 – The Scope of Political Science: This course covers basic issues in 
social science epistemology, elements of social science theory-building, theoretic 
frameworks, and intellectual history of political science. 

 
POL_S 502 – Seminar in Political Theory: Students are required to complete POL_S 
502, because political theory is a core area of political science. However, if 
necessary, POL_S 511 or POL_S 543 may substitute with the approval of the 
student's advising committee and Director of Graduate Studies. 

 
POL_S 503 – Research Methods in Political Science: This course provides an 
introduction to general topics in the area of social science research design 
including: Theories and Concepts, Measurement, Sampling, Data Sources, 
Experimental and Quasi-Experimental Designs, Field and Historical Designs, and 
Survey Research. 

 
POL_S 504 – Quantitative Methods in Political Science: In this course, students 
will learn applied statistical skills and theories of probability, enabling 
understanding of substantive political and social questions. SOC 521 may 
substitute for this course. Students who have minimal knowledge of statistics may 
consider taking a basic statistics course prior to taking POL_S 504 or SOC 521 
(please talk to the Graduate Coordinator and/or Director of Graduate Studies for 
recommendations). 

 
POL_S 539 – The Political Science Profession: All Ph.D. students are required to 
enroll in this one-credit professionalization practicum, which is normally taught 
every other spring semester. This course will be graded on a pass/fail (S/U) basis. 
Students will be required to attend three in-house sessions on topics such as 
publishing, how to write a vita or how to make a conference presentation. Students 
may sign up for POL_S 539 at any point during their graduate career. 
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Courses by Subfield 
 
Doctoral students will choose to specialize in two of the following political science 
subfields: 
 

1. American Politics 
2. Comparative Politics 
3. International Relations 
4. Political Theory & Philosophy 
5. Political Psychology & Political Behavior 
6. Public Policy & Public Administration 

 
Students must take three classes in each of their chosen subfields, and they must earn a B 
or better in each. Classes may double-count for different subfields. Students also must 
also take a preliminary exam in each chosen subfield; the preliminary exam will consist of 
two written portions (one for each subfield) and an oral portion (which will cover both 
subfields). Students should be aware that taking graduate courses is considered a 
necessary but insufficient component of preparing for the preliminary exams. Our 
regularly offered graduate-level courses are listed by subfield below (full titles and 
descriptions are available at https://catalog.wsu.edu/).  
 
American Comparative I.R. Theory/Phil Psych./Beh. Policy/Admin. 
 
POL_S 510 
POL_S 511 
POL_S 512 
POL_S 513 
POL_S 514* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POL_S 540* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POL_S 
533A* 
 
POL_S 534 
POL_S 536 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
POL_S 530 
POL_S 531 
POL_S 533A* 
POL_S 533B* 

POL_S 502 
 
POL_S 511 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POL_S 543* 

 
 
 
 
POL_S 513 
 
 
 
POL_S 
533A 
POL_S 
533B 
 

 
 
 
 
 
POL_S 514 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POL_S 540 
POL_S 543 

* These courses may count for this subfield depending on the topics covered and the 
expertise of the instructor. This decision will be made by the Director in consultation with 
the course instructor and the Graduate Studies Committee. 
 
Students may also take 400-level courses (not listed here) that cover topics in these areas. 
However, any 400-level courses taken in these areas should be viewed as supplementary; 
the material covered will not help prepare students for their preliminary examinations.  
 

https://catalog.wsu.edu/
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Obtaining an M.A. in Political Science as a Ph.D. Student 
 
Ph.D. Students who enter the program without a master’s degree in political science will 
receive one after meeting all the requirements for the M.A. This typically occurs at the end 
of the student’s fourth semester. To receive an M.A., students will need to schedule an oral 
exam with their committee. These exams are pro forma and generally amount to a 
discussion between the committee and the student about the student’s future plans 
in the program (including their ideas for the dissertation). The M.A. oral exam must be 
formally scheduled with the Graduate School through the Graduate Coordinator. 

Ph.D. Preliminary Qualifying Examinations 
 

Ph.D. students become eligible to attempt their preliminary qualifying examinations 
(“prelims”) when they are in the process of completing the final courses included in their 
Ph.D. program. This will normally be during their sixth semester; however, in exceptional 
cases, students may petition the Graduate Studies Committee to delay their preliminary 
exam for good cause (e.g., the student has a long-term health problem, has taken 
advanced courses in foreign languages or statistics outside the department, etc.). Only 
after a student has successfully passed prelims do they formally become a “Ph.D. 
candidate” (sometimes referred to as “ABD,” which stands for “All But Dissertation”). 
 
The written preliminary examinations are held during the week prior to Spring break each 
year. Oral exams must be formally scheduled with the Graduate School through the 
Graduate Coordinator. Under Graduate School policy, students cannot take preliminary 
(or final) examinations unless they are registered for a minimum of two 800-level credits 
and have paid the fees entailed by such registration for the school term in which the 
examination is scheduled.   
 
The examinations include both a written and an oral component, both of which must be 
satisfactorily completed. The written exam is divided into two portions and is taken over 
two days (one day per portion) and are closed book. Each day’s written portion will focus 
on one of the student’s examination subfields. The questions for each portion will be 
developed by the faculty in these areas and will be common to all students taking that 
subfield’s prelim that semester. On each written portion, students will be able to select 
two essay prompts from a series. Each student will have up to eight hours to complete 
each of the two written portions. 
 
The written responses will be graded by the student’s graduate committee, but that 
committee may request evaluations of the written answers from members of the faculty, 
who will make written recommendations to the committee as to whether it is a 



16 | P a g e  
 

passing/failing essay.3 A student must successfully pass both portions of the written 
examination (as well as the oral exam) in order to pass the preliminary examinations. 
 
After grading the written exam, the student’s committee members must each give 
written feedback to the student at least 72 hours before the oral exam. The oral exam is 
normally held within three weeks of completion of the written portion (Graduate School 
policy requires the oral to be held within 30 days of the written exam) and must be 
attended by the all the student’s advisory committee members. The oral exam lasts two 
hours. The questions often focus on the student’s written examination, but they can cover 
any topic within the student’s areas of concentration.  
 
The object of the preliminary examination, which is comprehensive and broad in nature is 
to test students’ mastery of and sophistication concerning his/her fields of specialization. 
It is not designed to reward mere memorization of facts. Students should bear in mind that 
when they “sit” for prelims, they are seeking to be recognized as peers of the examiners. 
Therefore, in both the written and oral portion of the exams, students must demonstrate an 
expert level of competence in a field in order to receive a passing grade. 
 
As noted above, students will be expected to master the materials covered in two subfields 
of political science (American Politics, Comparative Politics, international Relations, 
Political Theory & Philosophy, Political Psychology & Political Behavior, and Public Policy & 
Public Administration). It should also be noted that these examinations are 
comprehensive, and, while specific seminars are highly recommended as necessary 
preparation for them, these seminars alone are not sufficient. Students will want to 
read additional materials to demonstrate a breadth of knowledge that transcends any 
one seminar.  
 
It is the responsibility of the advising committee, in conjunction with faculty in preliminary 
examination field areas, to help students prepare for these examinations. Students are 
responsible for contacting the members of their prelim fields in preparation for the 
examinations and to obtain additional reading lists. This should be done at the beginning of 
the fall semester in preparation for exams in the spring semester. 
 
There is no magic way to prepare for prelims.  A solid course background is, of course, an 
indispensable asset. The successful student will also have read substantially beyond 
course requirements in his or her preliminary exam fields, will have consulted faculty 
teaching in these fields regarding appropriate reading lists and preparation strategies, and 
will be thoroughly informed regarding relevant epistemologies and methodologies.  
 

 
3 In accordance with Chapter 8D of the Graduate School’s Policies and Procedures Manual, all PPPA 
graduate faculty may participate in and cast ballots after the oral exams. However, it is best practice for 
those participating and balloting to have also participated in the assessment of the written exam. 
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If a student fails prelims, the student may re-take the exams once after a three-month 
waiting period. The School of Politics, Philosophy, and Public Affairs requires that the 
second prelim attempt be taken no later than October 15 in the fall semester following the 
spring semester of the failed exam. A second failed attempt will result in termination from 
the Ph.D. program. 

Dissertation Prospectus Defense 
 
The next requirement for the Ph.D. candidate beyond prelims is preparation, under the 
guidance of a thesis committee, of a dissertation presenting the results of a thorough and 
systematic investigation of a significant problem related to at least one of the exam fields 
of the candidate. The thesis committee will normally be composed of the chairperson and 
two other members of the Graduate Faculty. The Ph.D. dissertation committee is normally, 
but not always, composed of the same members as the preliminary examination 
committee. The subject matter of the dissertation will, of course, have an important 
bearing on the committee's composition.  
 
Students must present and orally defend a dissertation prospectus, usually in the 
semester following successful passage of the preliminary exams. This defense does not 
need to be scheduled with the Graduate School. The objectives of the proposal are to 
identify the research topic, and to demonstrate that a feasible and appropriate research 
strategy has been developed.  
 
Students should work with the chair of their committee to produce a final draft. Only after 
the chair has approved the working draft may the student submit the essay to the other 
members of the committee, remembering that the other members must have the essay at 
least 15 work days prior to the defense date. All committee members must sign off on the 
defense date. If these guidelines are not respected by the student, the other members of 
the committee are not obliged to attend the defense. 
 
A dissertation prospectus should present the research problem to be examined after 
prelims.  The prospectus presents the student's preliminary work on the problem, not just 
a statement of that problem, as well as a discussion of the feasibility and significance of 
the project.  The prospectus should include (not necessarily in this precise format or 
order): 
 

1. Project Title. 
2. Topic or Problem: Identify the specific focus in researchable terms and place the 

topic or problem in the literature. 
3. Literature Review: Describe and critique major approaches to the problem, the 

relevant findings, theoretical and methodological debates in the literature, and a 
discussion of how the dissertation will fit in and add to the literature. 

4. Tentative Theoretical Framework: Describe the theoretical framework with which 
the problem or topic will be analyzed. This may require an additional literature 
review if the approach has not been used to examine the problem or topic. 

5. Tentative Hypotheses. 
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6. Approach, Methods and Materials: Discuss in depth the analytical school or 
approach or methodology that will be employed. 

7. Tentative Chapter by Chapter Outline. 
 
The prospectus must be submitted to the student's committee, revised in accordance with 
committee criticisms, and acceptable to the committee before the final oral exam is 
scheduled. The oral exam must include a 15-20 minute presentation by the student 
outlining the project’s design.  Further revisions may be required after the successful 
completion of the oral exam. 

Final Oral Examination of Dissertation 
 
The last requirement is the final oral examination, which under existing Graduate School 
policies cannot be scheduled until the dissertation is ready for presentation to the 
Graduate School and for submission to the University’s dissertation publishing program. 
The final oral examination usually centers on the dissertation, but, as Graduate School 
regulations indicate, the student must be prepared to meet questions relating to any of the 
work he or she has done for the degree. Under existing University policy, students cannot 
take any such examinations (preliminary or final) unless they are registered for credit and 
have paid the fees entailed by such registration for the school term in which the 
examination is scheduled.  
 
Normally such examinations can be scheduled to take place only when the university is in 
session. A minimum of four months must elapse between the successful completion of a 
preliminary examination and the scheduling of a final examination. Current Graduate 
School regulations stipulate that: “In all cases, the requirements for the degree should be 
completed within three years of the date of the satisfactory completion of the preliminary 
examination.”  
 
Upon completion of the dissertation, a final bound copy must be submitted to the School 
of Politics, Philosophy, and Public Affairs conforming to Graduate School requirements. 
Please refer to the Thesis and Dissertation Final Checklist for all Graduate School 
requirements and final submission of the dissertation to the Graduate School. The 
checklist is found with the scheduling form.   
 
Students need to be in regular contact with their committee chair with regard to a schedule 
for completing the dissertation. Students cannot expect committees to suddenly schedule 
a defense if they produce the entire manuscript unexpectedly. Student should have an 
agreed-upon schedule for completing the dissertation with their chairs and should be 
submitting chapters regularly. The other committee members must be given at least 15 
working days to read over the final version, only after the chair has approved the 
dissertation. This process takes time. All committee members must sign-off on a defense 
date. Students are ultimately responsible for scheduling their defense, reading the 
Graduate School’s requirements for their degree program, and using the checklist and 
other resources available to them on the Graduate School’s website. Students should 

https://gradschool.wsu.edu/facultystaff-resources/18-2/
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begin to review the requirements for defense and graduation the semester before they plan 
to graduate. 
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Professional Conduct 
 
All graduate students are expected to behave in a professional manner toward one 
another, the staff, and the faculty. This includes coming to seminars prepared to discuss 
course material, attending colloquia, getting paperwork done in a timely manner, asking 
for letters of and Center for Community Standards at for official WSU policies.  
Recommendation and other materials from faculty and staff well in advance of due dates, 
not engaging indiscriminatory behavior, maintaining professional behavior in interactions 
with others, sharing office space with others respectfully, and avoiding infighting, 
gossiping, and using social media to undermine other students, staff, or faculty. Students 
should refer to the Graduate School at https://gradschool.wsu.edu/policies-procedures 
and Center for Community Standards at https://communitystandards.wsu.edu/ for official 
WSU policies. 
 
Graduate students may choose to have a link to their personal websites from the PPPA 
website.  Indeed, it is wise for all scholars to have a presence on the Internet. Graduate 
students’ websites that can be accessed from PPPA's website must maintain professional 
standards, including but not limited to accepted norms of civility and collegiality. 
Additionally, linked websites must be geared toward scholarly research and/or the 
academic job market, and they must not expose the School, College, or University to 
liability. The Director of the School or the Director of Graduate Studies may choose to 
remove links from the PPPA website to a graduate student’s personal website at any time. 
Such removals have an indefinite duration and may only be reinstated upon the approval of 
both (1) the faculty members of the Graduate Studies Committee and (2) the Director of 
the School. 

https://gradschool.wsu.edu/policies-procedures
https://communitystandards.wsu.edu/
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Administration of Graduate Studies 
 

The Graduate Studies Committee (GSC) is a committee of faculty responsible for oversight 
of the School of Politics, Philosophy, and Public Affairs graduate program. The GSC also acts 
on student requests and petitions and proposes changes in the graduate program. 
Generally, proposals for policy changes in the graduate curriculum must be approved by a 
vote of the faculty. Anyone may submit an agenda item for GSC consideration. Please 
submit them in writing to the Director of Graduate Studies. The committee formally consists 
of the Director and at least four faculty representatives, one graduate student representative 
(non-voting), the Director of the School (ex officio), and the Graduate Coordinator (non-
voting). 
 
The Director of Graduate Studies interprets University and Program rules and regulations; 
advises students until they have advanced to form a program committee; acts as counsel 
and an advocate for graduate students when individuals come forward with issues; 
organizes the first-year student orientation; organizes the orientation for Teaching Assistants 
and Graduate Instructors; updates the graduate handbook each year; coordinates the 
admissions process; coordinates the allocation of teaching assistantships; coordinates the 
assignment of T.A.s to classes; coordinates faculty supervision of graduate students 
teaching independent sections; and evaluates, with committee chair approval, and informs 
students who are academically deficient. 

 
The Graduate Coordinator is responsible for assisting the Director of Graduate Studies, the 
administrative details of the graduate program, maintaining graduate files and providing 
students with information concerning the program, fields, and forms, examinations on file, 
placement information, and access to handbooks and generating official letters to graduate 
students. 
 
The Director is assigned the administrative responsibility for the School and serves as the 
direct supervisor of departmental faculty and staff. The Director acts as the liaison 
between the School and other parts of the University, most particularly the Dean. 
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Funding and Assistantships 

Assistantships 
 
PPPA offers a limited number teaching assistantships to doctoral students. The Graduate 
Studies Committee and Director of Graduate Studies, in consultation with the Director of the 
School, make decisions about who is offered an assistantship position. This is typically done 
alongside the admissions decision process. 
 
Teaching assistantships are typically yearly, renewable appointments which pay a monthly 
salary for the academic year and normally have tuition waivers. Many of  specifics of these 
positions are governed by a collective bargaining agreement (which you can read here: 
https://hrs.wsu.edu/employees/labor-relations/collective-bargaining/wsu-uaw/wsu-uaw-
contract-2024-2026/).  
 
Assistantships are awarded competitively based on merit. Appointments are made on a 
yearly basis usually until the student’s fourth year of study. Students on admitted with 
anassistantship who have successfully defended their prospectus by the end of March in 
their fourth year may receive a fifth year of funding. In rare instances, such as when a student 
receives external funding for a portion of their time in the program, students may be funded 
beyond their fifth year; these instances will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis by the 
Director, and the terms of this additional funding period will be communicated to the 
student in writing. Students are expected to work 20 hours per week and to be available at 
the Pullman campus. Assistantships generally are not available to students in the terminal 
M.A. programs. 
 
Graduate students may also seek funding opportunities outside of PPPA. A good resource for 
finding assistantship positions outside of the School. The Graduate School maintains a 
webite with information about these opportunities here: 
https://gradschool.wsu.edu/funding-opportunities/. 

Professional Development Funding 
 

The School has a limited amount of funding available to assist students who are attending 
conferences, collecting data, or engaging in other professional development activities. The 
amount of funding available may vary from year to year Funding of professional development 
activities is at the discretion of the Director.  
 
 To request to use your professional development funds, students must email the following to 
both the Director of the School and the Director of Graduate Studies: 

• A description of the activity and a brief justification 
• An itemized budget 
• A letter of support from the student’s advisor 

 

https://hrs.wsu.edu/employees/labor-relations/collective-bargaining/wsu-uaw/wsu-uaw-contract-2024-2026/
https://hrs.wsu.edu/employees/labor-relations/collective-bargaining/wsu-uaw/wsu-uaw-contract-2024-2026/
https://gradschool.wsu.edu/funding-opportunities/
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Biannual Review of Ph.D. Graduate Students 
 
Each semester, graduate students will review their goals and expectations for the semester 
with their advisory committee chairs. At least three meetings are required: one at the 
beginning of the semester to identify these goals and expectations, a mid-semester check-
in, and a discussion at the end of the semester to evaluate whether sufficient progress has 
been made. These meetings will be documented by forms sent out by and returned to the 
Graduate Coordinator, and the end-of-semester review will form the basis of the student’s 
grade in POL_S 702/800. 
 
The Graduate Coordinator reviews all graduate student files each semester for academic 
deficiencies (as tracked by your grades in POL_S 702/800; see General Program 
Requirements). If any deficient students are identified, the advisory committee chair will 
send the student a letter of notification outlining the improvements needed to progress in 
the program. The first deficient letter a student receives serves as an initial warning and has 
no impact on the evaluation of student performance if the deficiency is resolved. More than 
anything else, this letter serves as a heads-up for student and faculty alike. A second letter is 
much more serious, in that it is a result of the student's failure to resolve the deficiency in 
their record; as such, the student may be dropped from the program. All letters will be sent to 
students and placed in their graduate files, along with their POL_S 702/800 evaluation forms. 
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APPENDIX: Learning Outcomes 

Learning Outcomes: PhD in Political Science 
 
Graduate Program  
Learning Objectives 

Graduate Student Learning 
Outcomes 

Data Gathered, Sources, 
When 
Collected 

 
 
 
 
 
 
To prepare students to  
achieve their professional 
goals and prepare them 
to pursue professional careers 
 

Students demonstrate expertise 
in  
appropriate concepts, theories 
and 
emerging methodologies in 
political science. 
 
Students demonstrate 
professional skills such as 
creating high quality curriculum 
vitae, learning above theories of 
teaching, ethics associated with 
human subjects research and 
how to get published in 
disciplinary based journals 
 
Students present original 
research in peer-reviewed 
journals or in conference papers 
given at regional and national 
professional association 
meetings. 

 
Performance on written 
preliminary examinations, 
course grades, and instructor 
comments on performance in 
PS 501 (The Scope of Political 
Science) and PS 539 
(Professionalization Practicum). 
 
Course grades in core 
methodology seminars, PS 501, 
502 (Seminar in Political Theory), 
503 (Intro. To Political Science 
Research Methods), and PS 504 
(Quantitative methods in 
Political Science). 
 
Conference presentations and 
publications by graduate 
students gathered from vitas. 
 
Completion of online training in 
ethics and human subjects 
research. 

 
 
 
 
 
To prepare students to be 
effective researchers in the 
disciplines of Political Science 
or Philosophy. 

 
 
Students read and synthesize 
the literature in a variety of 
subfields in Political Science or 
Philosophy.  
 
Students identify research 
questions and generate 
hypotheses that are appropriate 
to an original research problem. 
 
Students gather, organize, 
analyze, and report data on an 
original research topic. 
 
Students communicate 

 
 
Seminar grades and annual 
evaluations of students. 
 
Rubrics that will be filled in by 
each committee member at 
student’s oral defense. 
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research effectively in both 
written and oral forms. 

 
 
 
 
 
To improve students 
competitiveness for job 
placement through program 
training, quality, and 
reputation. 

 
 
Students receive effective 
mentoring from faculty leading 
to successful completion of 
graduate education in a timely 
manner. 
 
Students are hired into faculty 
positions in their desired field of 
study after graduation. 

 
 
Data from student applications 
(number of applicants, last 
school attended, etc.) provided 
by the Graduate School. 
 
Time to degree data provided by 
Graduate School. 
 
Job placement data provided by 
the Graduate Director. 
 
Unit Productivity Report 
provided by the Director of the 
School. 

 



26 | P a g e  
 

Learning Outcomes: M.A. in Political Science with Global Justice and Security 
Studies Certificate 
 
Graduate Program  
Learning Objectives 

Graduate Student Learning 
Outcomes 

Data Gathered, Sources, 
When 
Collected 

 
 
 
 
 
To prepare students to  
achieve their professional 
goals and prepare them 
to pursue professional careers 
 

 
Students develop expertise in  
appropriate concepts, theories 
and emerging methodologies in 
Political Science and Criminal 
Justice. 
 
Students develop skills in 
interdisciplinary social science  
and its utility in public policy 
analysis.  
 
Students learn the functions of 
the security system, policy 
making process, and issues, 
problems, and consequences of 
policy implementation both  
domestically and 
internationally. 
 

 
 
Grades in core courses, PS 531 
(Seminar in National Security), 
CJ 505 (Comparative Criminal 
Justice Systems); 572 
(Comparative Policing) and PS 
424, U.S. National Security). 
 
Assessment of their preparation 
during their final oral exam. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
To prepare students to be 
effective researchers in the 
disciplines of Political Science 
and Criminal Justice 

 
Students read and synthesize 
the literature in a variety of 
subfields in Political Science 
and Criminal Justice.  
 
Students identify research 
questions and generate 
hypotheses that are appropriate 
to an original research problem. 
 
Students gather, organize, 
analyze,  and report data on an 
original research topic. 
 
Students communicate 
research effectively in both 
written and oral forms 

 
 
Seminar grades and annual 
evaluations of students. 
 
Rubrics that will be filled in by 
each committee member at 
student’s oral defense. 

 
 
To improve students 
competitiveness for job 

 
Students receive effective 
mentoring from faculty leading 
to successful completion of 

 
 
Data from student applications 
(number of applicants, last 
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placement through program 
training, quality, and 
reputation. 

graduate education in a timely 
manner. 
 
Students are hired into public 
policy positions or research 
analyst positions in domestic 
and/or international government 
or private organizations related 
to global justice and security.  

school attended, etc.) provided 
by the Graduate School. 
 
Time to degree data provided by 
Graduate School. 
 
Job placement data provided by 
the Graduate Director. 
 
Unit Productivity Report 
provided by the Director of the 
School. 
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Learning Outcomes: M.A. in Political Science (General) 
Graduate Program  
Learning Objectives 

Graduate Student Learning 
Outcomes 

Data Gathered, Sources, 
When 
Collected 

 
 
 
 
 
To prepare students to  
achieve their professional 
goals and prepare them 
to pursue professional careers 
 

 
Students develop expertise in  
appropriate concepts, theories 
and 
emerging methodologies in 
Political Science. 
 
Students develop skills in 
interdisciplinary social science  
and its utility in public policy 
analysis.  
 
Students learn the functions of 
the  policy making process, and 
issues, problems, and 
consequences of policy 
implementation  domestically 
and internationally. 
 

 
 
Grades in core courses, PS 501 
(Scope of Political Science), PS 
503 (Research Methods); and 
502 (Political Theory) or 504 
(Quantitative Methods) 
  
Assessment of their preparation 
during their final oral exam. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
To prepare students to be 
effective researchers in the 
disciplines of Political Science 
and Criminal Justice 

 
 
Students read and synthesize 
the literature in a variety of 
subfields in Political Science. 
(American politics and 
institutions, global politics, 
political theory).  
 
Students identify research 
questions and generate 
hypotheses that are appropriate 
to an original research problem. 
 
Students gather, organize, 
analyze,  and report data on an 
original research topic. 
 
Students communicate 
research effectively in both 
written and oral forms 

 
 
Seminar grades and annual 
evaluations of students. 
 
Rubrics that will be filled in by 
each committee member at 
student’s oral defense. 

 
 
To improve students 
competitiveness for job 

 
 
Students receive effective 
mentoring from faculty leading 

 
 
Data from student applications 
(number of applicants, last 
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placement through program 
training, quality, and 
reputation. 

to successful completion of 
graduate education in a timely 
manner. 
 
Students are hired into public 
policy positions or research 
analyst positions in domestic 
and/or international government 
or private organizations.  

school attended, etc.) provided 
by the Graduate School. 
 
Time to degree data provided by 
Graduate School. 
 
Job placement data provided by 
the Graduate Director. 
 
Unit Productivity Report 
provided by the Director of the 
School. 
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